
To: Best Practices Committee 
From: J.B. Hoyt, Taxpayer Value Committee 
Re: Recycling and How to Improve Participation and Success 
Date: June 27, 2019 
 
 
In recent discussion you asked the TPV to address recycling participation and effectiveness             
in light of the “China Sword” or China withdrawing from the recycled materials market. While               
this was initially viewed as a longer-term project, some well-written external resources have             
been found which allow a quick and effective solution to this request. 
 
Fundamentally, two issues cause residential recycling to be unusable or ineffective: 
 

1) Contamination. The majority of consumers are not aware that in order for materials             
to be recycled, they must be reasonably clean. This does not mean containers             
should be scrubbed out, but it does mean that anything placed in a recycling bin               
should be relatively clean. Glass jars, plastic containers, etc. should be rinsed; pop             
bottles must be emptied, etc. Greasy pizza boxes, food waste, used paper plates,             
etc. should be thrown in the trash.  

 
2) Recyclable Materials. Many consumers apparently are unclear on what materials          

can be recycled. While the value of commodities varies both between type of             
commodity and over time, core materials are always recyclable. Those are: Plastic            
Bottles, Aluminum Cans, Glass Bottles/Jars and Cardboard/Paper. All other         
materials, including plastic bags should be thrown in the trash. The exception is             
plastic grocery bags which should be returned to a grocery store. Many consumers             
are “opportunistic recyclers”; that is, they hope something can be recycled so they             
throw it in the recycling bin assuming someone else will sort it out. The problem is                
those non-recyclable items contaminate the load. If there are too many           
non-recyclable items in a load, the entire load is sent to a landfill.  

 
The objective is for recycling collected curbside to be 97% clean (both physically clean and               
free of non-recyclable items). Consumer education is the most effective means of achieving             
this. To that end, attached are materials (long and short versions) that can be used in your                 
newsletters directly or adapted to fit your existing communications materials. It is also             
recommended that you post these recycling guidelines on your municipal website.  
 
Additional resources are available at: https://recyclingsimplified.com/residential-resources/.      
While this information is from waste hauler Republic Services, it is applicable to the recycling               
services of any waste hauler.  An additional resource from Best Way Disposal is: 
http://bestway-disposal.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Recycling.jpg. Finally, the   
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) is in the midst of              
re-promoting recycling efforts in the state; see:       
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,4561,7-135-70153_69695---,00.html 
 
Please advise should you have further questions. 
 
 

https://recyclingsimplified.com/residential-resources/
http://bestway-disposal.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Recycling.jpg
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,4561,7-135-70153_69695---,00.html


 
Sincerely,  
  



Long Form 
 
Recycling Tips: How To Avoid Throwing The Wrong Stuff 
In Your Bin (adapted from Huff Post, June 12, 2109) 
 
 
Recycling is confusing. Can you throw a Styrofoam® takeout container in the bin, or              
should it go to a landfill? What about a pizza box? A plastic bag? A garden hose?                 
A staggering 92% of Americans are unsure about all this, according to a study that               
the Grocery Manufacturers Association published in April. Requirements for plastics          
are particularly confounding, which partly explains why only 9% of plastics get            
recycled.  
 
Just because you throw something in the bin doesn’t mean it will get turned into a                
new product automatically. If you throw something into the bin that does not belong              
there, the offending items might be plucked out and sent to a landfill. But improperly               
recycled things often elude filters. They might mess with sorting equipment and            
cause delays at recycling plants, or get mixed in with the good stuff and shipped out                
to a new location for further processing, contaminating whole bales of otherwise            
valuable materials. 
 
All this confusion has helped create a recycling crisis that came to a head in 2018.                
China, which for 20 years had imported about half the world’s plastic, paper and              
metal for recycling, suddenly closed its doors to much of this trash as part of a                
crackdown on pollution. Here are some simple things we can do to be smarter about               
what we place in out recycling bin.  
 
1. Know what to toss in the bin ... 
The best practice is to keep it simple and focus on basic items: You can place plastic                 
soda bottles and aluminum cans into your recycling bin. Glass bottles, paper and             
cardboard are also recyclable.  
 
Plastics can be really tricky. Items that have the “recycling symbol” stamped on them              
― the triangle with the number in the middle ― aren’t necessarily recyclable. In fact,               
recyclers do not want you to try to use those symbols as your guide. Recyclable               
plastics include water bottles, milk jugs, detergent bottles, butter tubs and other rigid             
plastics. 
 
2. ... and what not to. 
It’s just as important to understand what doesn’t belong in your curbside collection             
bin. Most municipalities post their recycling rules online. You can look yours up by             
going to the website BeRecycled.org, which lets you enter your ZIP code and returns              
a list of local websites with official information. It’s very handy.  
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/reycling-more-confusing-than-taxes_n_5cb0e98de4b0ffefe3b05d5a
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/how-to-recycle-plastic-bags_n_5c4b80f8e4b0e1872d43b9a4
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/plastic-produced-recycling-waste-ocean-trash-debris-environment/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/07/plastic-produced-recycling-waste-ocean-trash-debris-environment/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/china-recycling-waste-ban_n_5a684285e4b0dc592a0dd7b9
https://berecycled.org/search/


Big recycling companies all over the country struggle with the same problem items:             
hoses and cords, plastic bags, propane tanks, needles and clothing. These things            
shouldn’t be mixed in with your household recycling. Flexible, stretchy or crinkly            
plastics should not be put in the curbside bin either. They’re a smaller part of the                
problem, but the guidelines around these items tend to be confusing.  
 
3. Do a quick cleaning, but you don’t have to go crazy. 
Try to empty or scrape as much food out of containers as possible. You can even                
rinse them out. But you do not have to wash them thoroughly, especially if you live in                 
a drought-prone area. Just make sure they’re relatively clean when you throw them             
into the bin. This is particularly important if you live in an area where your paper,                
plastics and cans all go in the same bin ― food residue or water can ruin perfectly                 
good paper.  
 
4. When in doubt, throw it out. 
If you’re not sure whether something can be recycled, do not place it in your curbside                
bin. Yes, it might end up in a landfill. But that’s where it would go if you tried to                  
recycle it anyway.  
 
For things you’re unsure about, like batteries, light bulbs and propane tanks, there            
might be a local program in Berrien County. See         
https://www.berriencounty.org/462/Recycling-Services. Plastic bags can be returned      
to grocery stores in most cases. If there are no local programs available, then they               
go in your trashcan.   
 
 
 
  

https://www.berriencounty.org/462/Recycling-Services


Short Form 
 
Recycling Tips: How To Avoid Throwing The Wrong Stuff 
In Your Bin (adapted from Huff Post, June 12, 2019) 
 
 
 
1. Know what to toss in the bin ... 
Keep it simple and focus on basic items:  

● Plastic soda/water/food bottles (including milk jugs, detergent bottles, butter         
tubs and other rigid plastics. 

● Aluminum/metal cans 
● Glass bottles 
● Paper and cardboard 

 
2. ... and what not to 

● Hoses and cords 
● Plastic bags 
● Propane tanks 
● Needles 
● Clothing 
● Flexible, stretchy or crinkly plastics  

 
3. Do a quick cleaning, but don’t go crazy 

● Empty or scrape as much food out of containers as possible.  
● Just make sure they’re relatively clean  
● Remember:  food residue or water can ruin perfectly good paper 

 
4. When in doubt, throw it out 

● If you’re not sure whether something can be recycled, do not place it in your               
curbside bin.  

● If unsure (like batteries, light bulbs and propane tanks) there might be a local             
program in Berrien County 

● See https://www.berriencounty.org/462/Recycling-Services.  
● Plastic bags can be returned to grocery stores in most cases.   

 

https://www.berriencounty.org/462/Recycling-Services

