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Chikaming Township Park Board Meeting, Monday, April 27, 2015 
Chikaming Township Park Board 

Regular Meeting 
 

Monday, April 27, 2015, 6:30 p.m. 
Chikaming Township Hall 

13535 Red Arrow Hwy 
Harbert, MI 49115 

MINUTES INDEX to MINUTES 

Park Board Chairman Leona Waldo called the meeting to order at 
6:30p.m. 
 
Members present:  Leona Waldo, Janet Schrader, Chris Thompson, 
Joseph Reed, EnRico Heirman, Kathy Sellers and Karen Tarpley. 
 

Call to Order 
 
 
Roll Call 

Approval of the meeting’s agenda. 
 
Moved by Waldo, seconded by Tarpley, to approve the agenda for the 
April 27th meeting. 

CARRIED 
  

AGENDA APPROVED 
 
 

Motion to approve preceding March 23rd regular meeting minutes. 
 
Thompson corrected that on page three, the second paragraph, “don’t” 
should be amended to “done.” 
 
Schrader asked that “small shed” be changed to “12x24’ shed” when 
referring to the fire departments shed that was approved to be placed 
on the beach access. 
 
On page three, paragraph five, it was asked that “Warrant” be changed 
to “Warren.”  On the last page, paragraph five, “path” was added to 
“ADA accessible observation deck.” 
 
Moved by Thompson, seconded by Tarpley, to approve minutes of 
March Park Board meeting.  

CARRIED 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVED 
 

Waldo offered her resignation as chair but stated that she would still 
like to serve on the board.  She also withdrew her stewardship over the 
Warren Woods Park and Preserve. 
 
The board thanked her for her great leadership over the past few years 
and cited her many accomplishments.  The Swanson tribute, raiser tube 
repair/ improvements to the Warren Woods Park and Preserve, five 
year plan, by-laws, and huge improvements to Harbert Park were listed 
as the major things achieved with Waldo as Chairwoman.   
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Moved by Tarpley, seconded by Thompson, to accept Waldo’s 
resignation as chair. 

CARRIED 
 

Moved by Tarpley, seconded by Thompson, to select Heirman as chair. 
CARRIED 

 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Waldo, to nominate Thompson as 
corresponding secretary. 

CARRIED 
 

MOTION TO ACCEPT CHAIR 
RESIGNATION 
 
 
MOTION TO NOMINTATE NEW CHAIR 
 
 
MOTION TO NOMINATE 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Former Park Board Member, Sue Peterson, wrote expressing concern 
over the possibility of a mountain bike trail at the Warren Woods Park 
and Preserve. 
 
The Lakeside Association wrote to the board asking to be put on the 
agenda next month to discuss the possibility of the board maintaining 
the Lakeside Park.  
 
Schrader mentioned that a contractor contacted her asking how to 
open the gate access at McKinnley beach.  She questioned if the 
township supervisor has also taken over control of access at this beach 
point.  Waldo suggested this be discussed with supervisor Wayne 
Warner.  Schrader added that AEP had cut the lock to the gate there 
and a police report for damage should be filled out.  Tarpley stated that 
she feels the township should address that as well. 
 
Schrader then stated that she received many phone calls and a video of 
Oldenberg Excavating working with heavy machinery destroying and 
removing a critical dune area to fill in a wet area and divert a stream.  
The work was done below and abofe the blue water markers (OHWM.)  
Schrader then read and submitted letters from Steve Smith, president 
of Swift Beach Association and Ben Zimont, DEQ officer investigating 
the damage to the dunes.  Photographs were submitted showing 
damage to a dune where swallows nest yearly.  Smith wrote that the 
association never approved the work on their beach and is not happy 
with the fact that no permits were obtained to make alterations to the 
stream or dune.  The letter from Zimont, with the DEQ (Department of 
Environmental Quality,) confirmed that many state laws were broken 
and no permits were obtained from them.  A response to Zimont from  
Theresa Priest, Building and Zoning Administrator, was read stating that 
excavators will now access the beach via the state park to avoid 
harassment and videotaping as well as getting locked in at the beach.  It 
was also mentioned that Oldeberg submitted an invoice to the Park 
Board for $100 for being locked in at the beach.  Shrader stated that 
nobody knows who locked the gate but it should have been closed after 
entering the beach as a responsibility of the permit holder.  Sellers 
expressed concern and asked what is being done about the 
unpermitted work on the beach.  She also questioned the township 
issuing a permit to open the gate without reviewing if proper DEQ 
permits had been obtained.  Thompson stated that the DEQ will address 
the issue.  

Correspondence  
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Sellers reported that $2,266.58 was the remaining balance in the 
budget at the end of the fiscal year.  
 
Sellers mentioned that some adjustments are being made to categories 
based on last year’s expenditures.  
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom Krieger of TDK Lawn Service was present to request a signed copy 
of his contract. 
   

Public Comment 
 

The board then reassigned beaches and parks for the coming year. 
 
Townline Beach -  Schrader remained the overseer of Townline. 
 
McKinley Beach Access –  Waldo was assigned McKinley Beach.  
 
Miller Beach Access–  Tarpley was assigned Miller Beach.  
 
Berrien Beach Access – Schrader was assigned Berrien Beach. 
 
Pier Street Beach –  Sellers was assigned Pier Beach. 
 
Cherry Beach –  Heirman was assigned Cherry Beach. 
 
Harbert Beach – Reed was assigned Harbert Beach. 
 
Warren Woods Park and Preserve –  Thompson was assigned the park 
and preserve.  Schrader mentioned that the fishing platform is in need 
of repair. 
 
Harbert Road Park and Preserve –  Waldo was assigned the Harbert Rd. 
park and preserve.   
 
Harbert Community Park – Heirman remained the overseer of Harbert 
Community Park. 
 

Beach/ Park Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thompson reported that the Michigan Historical Commission voted to 
move forward with the Carl Sandburg historical marker.  He continued 
that they will need to decide what time to dedicate the marker during 
the Taste of Chikaming.  Heirman suggested 3:00 p.m. which would give 
enough time before music at 4:00 p.m.    
 
Heirman reported that garbage pickup is now three days a week.  The 
cost for the service will also be less than the budget.   
 
Sellers thanked Krieger for suggesting the board move the ice rink off of 
the ball field.  She continued that they saved a ton of money doing so 
and were able to hire a professional ice grooming service. 
 
Thompson then reported on the prairie burn at the Warren Woods Park 
and Preserve.  He mentioned that the burn was preformed early 

Old Business 
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enough so that reptiles and amphibians had not yet emerged.   He 
continued that the full 23 acres were burnt slowly allowing for 
adequate escape routes for wildlife.   
 
Heirman reported that he received a letter notifying the board that they 
did not receive the Heart of Cook Grant.  Reed reported that the Master 
Plan was accepted by the DNR for their grant offering.  He stated that it 
is currently under review.  
 
Reed mentioned that the Master Plan was on the website and had 
many positive reviews from the community.  Heirman suggested 
updating the website before the busy summer season.  Reed and 
Heirman will meet to discuss further changes to the site.  
 
Heirman reported on the Earth Day event.  He mentioned that despite 
foul weather a great amount of progress was made on the walking trail.  
Reed complimented Heirman on the temporary sign that was placed at 
the park.  Heirman stated that he wanted to get the word out a little 
more and that he will cover the cost of the sign. 
 
Schrader reported on the skating rink.  She stated that feedback from 
the community has been positive and that now is the time to begin 
collecting skates for the coming winter.  She mentioned that the board 
was able to install and maintain the rink for under $4,000 which was a 
huge savings as the previous contractor used to charge over $10,000 
just to install the rink.  Heirman asked that a committee be formed to 
begin preparing in advance for this year’s rink.  Schrader, Sellers, and 
Heirman volunteered to be on the committee. 
 
Schrader mentioned that Kirk Schrader has been continuing research 
the possibility of mountain bike trails at the Warren Woods Park and 
Preserve.  He spoke with the township about it and there is nothing in 
the ordinance preventing trails.  He would like to move forward flagging 
possible trail routes so that vegetation in the proposed area can be 
monitored.   
 

Waldo mentioned that neighbors to public beach properties have 
mentioned their growing popularity and increasing use over the past 
few years.  Heirman stated that as use of public beaches and parks grow 
in the township the board will need to start considering how to gain 
more funds for maintenance and improvements.  Sellers stated that 
they should review the possibility of a millage now so that if it is 
determined to be necessary it can be ready for the coming election.   
 
Schrader reported that the Health Department will be testing Cherry 
and Townline Beaches for E-coli this year.  They have funding this year 
and it will not come out of the Park Board budget. 
 
Sellers stated that the board will need to hire an attendant for the 
Cherry Beach parking lot once again this summer.  She will contact the 
River Valley Senior Center to see if anyone there is interested. 
 

New Business 
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There were no comments from the public at this time. Public Comment 
 

Moved Sellers, seconded Tarpley, to adjourn meeting at 9:21 p.m. 
CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNED  
 
 

MONDAY, May 18, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. NEXT MEETING 

Minutes signed by Jessica Miller Jessica Miller 

 


