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Chikaming Township Park Board Meeting, Monday, October 26, 2015 
Chikaming Township Park Board 

Regular Meeting 
 

Monday, October 26, 2015, 6:30 p.m. 
Chikaming Township Hall 

13535 Red Arrow Hwy 
Harbert, MI 49115 

MINUTES INDEX to MINUTES 

Park Board Chairman EnRico Heirman called the meeting to order at 
6:31 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Joseph Reed, EnRico Heirman, Janet Schrader, Chris 
Thompson, and Karen Tarpley were present.  Kathy Sellers was absent.   
 

Call to Order 
 
 
Roll Call 

Approval of the meeting’s agenda. 
 
Heirman asked that item eight on the agenda be replaced with “new 
park board member discussion.” 
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Tarpley, to approve the agenda for 
the October 26th meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

AGENDA APPROVED 
 
 
 
 

Motion to approve preceding September 28th regular meeting minutes. 
 
Thompson observed that, though he was absent, the motion for 
adjournment includes his name and requires correction.  
 
Schrader requested that in the paragraph at the end of page 5 and 
beginning of page 6, “illegally done” be removed and replaced with 
“straightening of a critical dune without a DEQ permit but approval to 
open the gate by Supervisor Warner.” 
 
Heirman requested that “and was turned away” be removed from the 
last sentence on page six.   
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Heirman, to approve minutes of the 
September Park Board meeting. Because of his absence at the 
September meeting, Thompson abstained from the vote. 

CARRIED 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MINUTES APPROVED 
 

Schrader mentioned that she received a request for information from a 
resident regarding the DEQ hearing to take place on a property adjacent 
to the Cherry Beach property.  Schrader questioned why none of the 
Park Board members were made aware of the proposed development 
there or the upcoming hearing. 
 

Correspondence  
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Thompson stated that the Park Board serves as the stewards and 
caregivers for the Cherry Beach property and should be apprised of 
building/ zoning issues on adjacent properties.  Heirman mentioned 
that he has had two recent meetings with Supervisor Warner and was 
never informed of the proposed construction.  He continued that he will 
try to attend the DEQ hearing to gain more information on the 
proposed project and how it may affect the park property. 
 
Heirman stated that in the past month they received copies of four 
permits to open the gated access to the beach.  Two were for 
Oldenburg Excavation, one was for Paul Oselka, and one was for Clay 
Howard.  Schrader stated that she visited New Buffalo City hall and 
while there inquired about the process they use for allowing 
construction equipment on the beach.  She continued that it was 
explained to her that construction equipment’s access to the beach is 
deliberated on in a public meeting.  Schrader noted that the permits 
issued by Chikaming do not describe the work being done and are not 
always signed and authorized by Supervisor Warner.  
 
Heirman mentioned that Warner advised the board to begin discussions 
regarding the next year’s budget.  The final budget must be ready by 
January.                        
 

Sellers was not present to give the treasurer’s report.  Heirman 
observed that the board’s current balance is $43,275.  He continued 
that a midpoint review will occur when Sellers returns. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
 

 There was no public comment at this time. Public Comment 
 

Townline Beach -  Schrader reported that the railings were repaired but 
the trees are in need of trimming. 
 
McKinley Beach Access –  Nothing new to report.   
 
Miller Beach Access–  Tarpley reported that the neighbors and renters 
have been using the beach garbage cans.  She added that the handrail 
there should be painted in the spring.   
 
Berrien Beach Access – Schrader had nothing new to report. 
 
Pier Street Beach –  Sellers was not present to report but the overlook 
requires trimming.   
 
Cherry Beach –  Heirman reported the overlook is in need of trimming.  
The water will need to be turned off at the drinking fountain.  Gooch 
stated that the water used to be turned off by the water department 
and the board did not need to hire a plumber.  Heirman responded that 
he will ask Julie Schroder in the water department to issue a work order 
to turn off the faucets at all of the properties.     
 
Harbert Beach – Reed had nothing new to report. 
 

Beach/ Park Reports 
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Warren Woods Park and Preserve –  Thompson reported that the pond 
there currently has a drainage problem.  He continued that sediment 
has built up around the drain and he will get quotes on what it might 
cost to remove it.  Schrader advised that Thompson find out when the 
dam needs to be inspected.  Schrader added that Frank Tomecek 
mentioned that the map at the park and preserve is incorrect.  Schrader 
stated that she will connect Pat Fisher with Tomecek to correct the 
map.   Water needs to be turned off at the park and preserve as well as 
the gardens. 
 
Harbert Road Park and Preserve –  Nothing new to report. 
 
Harbert Community Park – Heirman reported that a walking path is 
being considered from the parking lot to the historical marker.  He 
mentioned that a pavilion near the marker is also being discussed.  
Heirman mentioned that he and Reed met with Corey Busch to discuss 
the possibility of a dog park shelter.  Busch has agreed to donate his 
time and materials totaling roughly $12,000 if the board will allow him 
to advertise on it and buy the steel for the project.  Tarpley stated that 
she liked the design for the shelter but suggested that it be smaller.   
 
Moved by Thompson, seconded by Tarpley, that the fence repair and 
dog park shelter construction be completed at a cost not to exceed 
$2,000. 

CARRIED 
 
Schrader asked that the fence be repaired prior to the shelter as it has 
been requested by visitors to the dog park for quite some time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE COST OF DOG 
PARK SHELTER AND FENCE REPAIR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heirman thanked Schrader for her work on the scarecrow at the 
Sandburg historical marker.  It was created for “Harbor Country Harvest 
Days” and won an honorable mention.  Schrader mentioned that John 
Gooch was also a big part of the design.   
 
Heirman reported that Lakeshore recycling will begin one day a week 
garbage removal now that the summer is over.  They will continue with 
this schedule until April.  Heirman will ask Lakeshore and TDK to 
consider drafting 2-year contracts for review since the board is happy 
with their services.   
 
Schrader asked that a request be made to TDK that he inform the board 
prior to the sealing of the beach stairs so that it can be posted for the 
public.  
 
Heirman reported that the catalpa trees were successfully planted but 
may need to be relocated next year.   
 
Heirman reported that the township has stopped discussions about 
reducing park board size after receiving such strong opposition to it.   
 

Old Business 
 
 

Heirman announced that the board will begin actively searching for a New Business 
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new member.  Reed suggested that a “friends of the park board” type 
organization be formed to gain a volunteer base.  It would allow 
community members to assist the board without committing to board 
duties. 
 
Heirman reported that he received a copy of the risk management 
assessment from Supervisor Warner.  He continued that Township 
supervision of the planting fields is still being deliberated on but the risk 
assessment suggests that a professional mow the garden plots instead 
of volunteers.   
 
Heirman asked if the board would like the restrooms at the park and 
preserve and Harbert Community Park to continue to be cleaned.  
Schrader stated that Kirk Schrader suggested that the ones at the park 
and preserve be closed and padlocked during the winter because of 
little use.  She continued that the one at the community park gets 
frequent use and should remain open.  Heirman reported that with 
garbage cans outside of the restroom the hope is that plastic will be 
disposed there instead of the pit toilet.  Heirman will have the two pit 
toilets closed and the cost to clean one will be reduced to $30.   
 
Thompson reported that a Galien River Trail is being discussed and he 
would like the Park Board to consider being a stakeholder member.  The 
proposed trail will be 12 miles in length and run near the corner of the 
Warren Woods Park and Preserve.   
 
Moved by Tarpley, seconded by Schrader, that the Park Board support 
the proposed Galien River trail system. 

CARRIED 
 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO SUPPORT THE PROPOSED 
GALIEN RIVER TRAIL 

There was no public comment at this time. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Moved Tarpley, seconded Reed, to adjourn meeting at 9:18 p.m. 
CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNED  
 
 

MONDAY, November 16, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. NEXT MEETING 

Minutes submitted by Jessica Miller  

 


