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Chikaming Township Park Board Meeting, Monday, October 24, 2016 
Chikaming Township Park Board 

Regular Meeting 
 

Monday, October 24, 2016, 6:30 p.m. 
Chikaming Township Hall 

13535 Red Arrow Hwy 
Harbert, MI 49115 

MINUTES INDEX to MINUTES 

EnRico Heirman called the meeting to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Karen Tarpley, Joseph Reed, Janet Schrader, Kathy 
Sellers, Shelly Taylor, Jill Underhill and EnRico Heirman were present.    
 

Call to Order 
 
Roll Call 

Approval of the meeting’s agenda. 
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Tarpley, to approve the agenda for 
the October 24th regular meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

AGENDA APPROVED 
 
 
 
 

Motion to approve preceding September regular meeting minutes. 
 
Moved by Reed, seconded by Underhill, to approve the minutes of the 
September regular meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES  
 
MINUTES APPROVED 
 

Sellers reported that $29,657 remains in the current budget.  She 
continued that the possibility of adding previous year’s leftover funds to 
the current balance is yet being considered.   
 
Heirman reminded the board that shared expenses at Townline beach 
still need to be settled with New Buffalo. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 

Judy Rassau of the Niles Garden Club contacted the board requesting a 
guided tour of the garden plots at the Chikaming Park and Preserve on 
Warren Woods Road. 
 
Schrader stated that she received an email from Pat Fisher mentioning 
an autumn color hike to take place at the Chikaming Park and Preserve 
on Warren Woods Rd. hosted by Bob Mueller.  The hike is to take place 
at 10:00 A.M. on Saturday the 29th.  Fisher requested more historical 
information about the preserve to share with attendees at the hike. 
 

Correspondence  
 
 

Arthur Anderson stated that he would be happy to meet with Rassau 
and show her the garden plots. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Heirman asked that reports on each property be prepared by the 
assigned overseer for the next meeting so that new board members can 

Beach/ Park Reports 
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be updated. 
 
Tarpley stated that the painting of the shed at Miller Beach is a great 
improvement but she would still like to see the old, chipped gate at the 
property repainted white.  Heirman stated that he will discuss the bill 
for the painting of the shed with the township as he feels it should not 
be the sole responsibility of the Park Board to foot the expense. 
 
Underhill reported that the safety tape around the drain at the Berrien 
beach access is currently down. 
 
Schrader reported that she is looking into the possibility of preparing a 
site for a port-a-john at Townline beach.   
 
Schrader advised that a tree trimmer be hired to trim all beach access 
points since most of them are in need of it. 
 

 
 

 Heirman reminded the board and audience that write-in candidates for 
the upcoming election consist of Arthur Anderson, Deborah Hall-Taylor, 
Jill Underhill, and himself, EnRico Heirman. 
 
Schrader informed the board that she successfully picked up the ice rink 
liner.  Rink set-up will take place as soon as all of the leaves are off the 
trees.  She continued that the rink will have 5 events during the skating 
season with the opening taking place on January 14th.  Reed informed 
the board that he would like to get a report together for the Heart of 
Cook grant following up on their generous donation of funds for ice 
skates. 
 
Heirman updated the board that the concrete pad had been poured for 
the Welcome Pavilion at Harbert Community Park.  He continued that 
the local Rotary Club organized the project and Ozinga donated the 
concrete.  He furthered that the roofing at the concession stand is to 
begin on October 18th. 
 
As the season is coming to an end, Heirman informed the board that 
discussion and action on the proposed sand volley ball court at Harbert 
Community park will resume in the spring.   
 

Old Business 
 
 
 

Kirk Schrader came forth to present further findings on the potential for 
a future mountain bike trail at the Chikaming Park and Preserve on 
Warren Woods Rd.    He hosted a meeting at the preserve on October 
9th which generated positive community interest.  Schrader stated that 
he believes the trails can be built and maintained at no cost to the park 
board.  Schrader expressed his next step to be hosting a public hearing 
to discuss the trail.  If the hearing goes well the next step would be to 
flag a potential trail in the spring.  The majority of the proposed 6 mile 
path would be on the side of the park near the interstate.  Heirman 
stated that original documents forming the preserve need to be 
explored to ensure the trails are permissible.  He furthered that the 
process for hosting a public hearing should be reviewed with the 
potential of hosting such a hearing at the December meeting.  Schrader 

New Business 
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offered to meet any interested board members at the preserve to 
better indicate the desired trail location. 
 
Heirman informed the board that there is an error in their bylaws 
regarding leadership succession.   
 
Moved by Schrader, supported by Underhill, that Article 5, Section 1, 
of Subsection A in the board’s bylaws be amended to read, “The CTPB 
shall elect a chairperson, secretary, and treasurer at the first meeting 
following the general election or at the regular November meeting.”  
Roll call vote as follows: 
Schrader – Aye 
Underhill – Aye 
Taylor –Aye  
Heirman- Aye 
Reed- Aye  
Sellers – Aye  
Tarpley – Aye  
 
Reed suggested that an agenda for the November meeting be prepared 
well in advance and posted at the township hall with candidates listed.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO AMEND BYLAWS 

Fran Wersells came forth the state that she has been seeing several 
more bikes on the beach than in the past.  She added that she has 
witnessed large tour busses dropping people off at Miller beach and she 
is afraid that facilities do not exist to accommodate such large droves of 
people.  Wersells added that she spoke with a neighbor who cleaned up 
several beer cans and broken glass on the beach after a large party.  
Heirman thanked Wersells for her diligence in helping to maintain the 
beach.  He suggested that policy continue to be updated to ensure 
issues at the beach are kept to a minimum. 
 

Public Comment 
 
 
  

The board thanked Tarpley for her tremendous service to the 
community while serving on the board.   
 
Moved Tarpley, seconded Schrader, to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 
p.m. 
CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNED  
 
 

MONDAY, November 28, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. NEXT MEETING 

Minutes submitted by Jessica Miller  

 


