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 Chikaming Township Park Board Meeting, Monday, October 23, 2017 
Chikaming Township Park Board 

Regular Meeting 
 

Monday, October 23, 2017 6:30 p.m. 
Chikaming Township Hall 

13535 Red Arrow Hwy 
Harbert, MI 49115 

MINUTES INDEX to MINUTES 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Members present:  Kathy Sellers, Deborah Hall-Kayler, Janet Schrader, 
Shelly Taylor, and Jill Underhill were present.   Joseph Reed was absent. 
 

Call to Order 
 
Roll Call 
 
 

Approval of the meeting’s agenda. 
 
Hall requested that under New Business the wording be changed to a 
“discussion and a possible motion” instead of “approval.” 
 
Hall asked that the Harbert Community Park discussion at 7:10 p.m. be 
removed. 
 
Hall requested that at the end of the agenda November 27th at 6:30 be 
noted at the date and time for the next meeting. 
 
Moved by Underhill, seconded by Sellers, to approve the agenda for 
the October 23rd regular meeting with corrections. 

CARRIED 
 

AGENDA APPROVED 
 
 
 
 

Motion to approve preceding meeting minutes. 
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Taylor, to approve the minutes of 
the September regular meeting. 

CARRIED 
 

MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES  
 
MINUTES APPROVED 
 

Sellers informed the board that $52,283.51 remains in the budget with 
a portion of this reserved for matching grant funding.  She added that 
TDK has since submitted a bill that will be noted on next month’s 
report.   
.   

Treasurer’s Report 
 

No correspondence. Correspondence  
 
 

Fran Wersells came forth to inform the board that a large rubber raft 
has sat all summer at Miller beach and she thinks the township should 
remove it.  Wersells will leave a note on that the raft that it needs to be 
removed.  Anything left after the 4th of November will be removed. 
 

Public Comment 
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Arthur Anderson came forth to state that a memorial was put up at the 
community gardens thanking the DeAngelis’ for their work in starting 
the gardens. 
 

Harbert Beach – Reed was not present to report.  
Cherry Beach – Schrader reported that the port-o-john typically gets 
pulled in November after the leaves have fallen. 
Berrien Beach – Underhill had nothing new to report. 
Miller Beach – Hall had nothing additional to report.  
McKinley Beach – Taylor had nothing new to report. 
Townline Beach – Schrader reported that the beach is still being used. 
Pier St. Beach – Sellers had nothing new to report. 
Chikaming Park and Preserve on Warren Woods Rd. –Schrader 
thanked the Whistle Stop for providing a great lunch for the volunteers 
building the mountain bike trail.  Underhill informed the board that a 
toilet paper holder is needed at the preserve.  Schrader noted that 
people have been driving on the grass and tearing up the driveway.  She 
added that unfortunately people have also been helping themselves to 
lumber being used for the mountain bike trail and began stealing parts 
of the split rail fence.  Gooch informed the board that on November 17th 
Chikaming Open Lands will be having a stargazing event at the preserve.  
Underhill stated that the fishing platform was repaired, as were some of 
the spindles, by Steve Mercer.   
 Harbert Rd. Park and Preserve – Hall reported that there are three 
trees down and she will call TDK to have them removed from the path.  
She is also looking forward to planning an invasive species pull. 
Harbert Community Park – Underhill had nothing new to report. 
 

Beach/ Park Reports 
 
 
 

The board determined that bathroom cleaning can now be reduced to 
twice a month.  Hall will do further research into possibly getting port-
o-johns in the future 
 
Underhill reported that the Township board unanimously approved 
changes to the gate ordinance and procedure.  
 

Old Business 
 
 
  

Mercer will begin roller painting the fence at the Harbert Community 
Park when the order of paint comes in.  The board agreed that he 
should also be asked to mulch around the trees and bushes.   
 
Schrader reported that the ice rink will get put up around Thanksgiving.  
Schrader resigned as chair of the ice rink committee and Taylor was 
appointed by Hall as committee chair.  Schrader announced that she is 
looking for anyone with a radio controlled boat for use in the ice rink.  
Sellers calculated that the remaining budget is $3,820 for the rink. 
 
A committee was formed consisting of Underhill and Sellers to find a 
new Park Board member.  Currently Arthur Anderson is the only 
candidate.  The committee will make a decision by the 30th .  

 
Casey Struecker from Chikaming Open Lands was present to discuss a 
joint venture between the Michiana Astrological Society and Chikaming 
Open Lands to take place on November 17th to begin at 6:30.  She 

New Business 
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added that the event, at the latest, may go until midnight.  
 
Moved Schrader, seconded by Underhill, to approve Chikaming Open 
Lands using the Chikaming Park and Preserve for a stargazing event on 
November 17th from 6:30 to midnight.   

CARRIED 
 
Schrader came forth to report on the Cherry Beach Committee 
happenings.  She informed the board that some of the committee 
members met with Reed Beidler and his attorney.  Beidler seemed open 
to the idea of an appraisal in the meeting.  The Township Board then 
agreed to pay $1,500 toward the appraisal and the committee will raise 
the other $1,000.  Schrader is suggesting that the appraisal be 
performed by James Hartman without him setting foot on the property.  
Schrader stated that it is possible to get an accurate appraisal without 
entering the property.   
 
Biedler then later specified that as a condition for approving the 
appraisal the contested case hearing be lifted.  The Park Board legal 
counsel advised that the case hearing also be lifted.  The Cherry Beach 
Committee is recommending that the Park Board move ahead with the 
appraisal without trespassing on the property and, if a fair market value 
can be reached, then fundraising efforts would be further considered.  
Also, not dismiss the contested case hearing until it is determined if the 
case can be shifted to another group.   
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Underhill, that the Park Board ask 
the township for permission to move ahead with an appraisal of the 
Reed Beidler Trust property. 

CARRIED 
 
Schrader stated that an appraisal is a critical next step.   
 
Sellers then read a statement from Attorney Homier informing the 
board that continuing with the contested case hearing could be 
detrimental.  Allan Kayler came forth to state that the asking price is 
$4.95 million dollars and an appraisal is certainly needed to evaluate if 
this is fair market value.  He added that the committee approached 
Beidler requesting the appraisal and that was when he came back with 
several conditions for granting permission.   
 
Sellers expressed concern that moving ahead and not lifting the 
contested case could annoy Beidler.  Schrader then read a statement 
from Peggy McTigue into the record stating that she felt dropping the 
case is deflating and asking that the board continue with the case at 
least until November. 
 
Underhill stated that she does not support anymore legal fees. 
 
Schrader reread her committee report into the record. 
 

 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE COL USING THE 
PARK AND PRESERVE FOR A STARGAZING 
EVENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO GAIN PERMISSION FROM 
THE TOWNSHIP BOARD FOR APPRAISAL 
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Hall asked the board to just look at the matter of the appraisal.  She 
restated that the cost of the appraisal will not come out of the Park 
Board budget. 
 
Moved by Schrader, seconded by Sellers, that the Chikaming Township 
Park Board hire James Hartman to appraise the Reed Beidler Trust 
property at a cost not to exceed $2,500.  With $1,500 to come from 
the Township (as voted on in the township board meeting) and the 
other $1,000 to come from members of the Cherry Beach Committee. 
Roll call vote: 
Sellers – Aye 
Taylor – Aye 
Underhill – Aye 
Schrader – Aye   
Hall – Aye  
 
The board then discussed the contested case options.  Schrader stated 
that Sarah Doty and neighbors would like the time to research if the 
case can be transferred to a different plaintiff.  Allan Kayler added that 
the committee feels that they will be able to make a much better 
decision on how they would like to proceed with pursuing purchase of 
the property after the appraisal is done and they would like to table a 
decision on the case for the time being. 
 
Hall questioned what costs are involved for keeping the case going for 
another month.  Allan Kayler responded that he is unsure of this. 
 
The topic of the contested case hearing was tabled until the November 
meeting. 
 
Hall will call Attorney Michael Homier to update him on the board’s 
decision.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOTION TO HAVE THE BEIDLER 
PROPERTY APPRAISED 

Arthur Anderson asked if the garden club could use some of the 
woodchips at the Harbert Community Park.  Sellers responded that they 
could have what is left over after mulching trees and bushes.  Underhill 
will let Anderson know when the project is done. 
 

Public Comment 
 

Moved Underhill, seconded Schrader, to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 
p.m. 

CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNED  
 
 

MONDAY, November 27, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. NEXT MEETING 

Minutes submitted by Jessica Reed  

 


